
Saint Francis
Foundation

 Profiles
in Caring

2018



On the cover: The Saint Francis Walk Team participating in the annual Komen Walk in Bushnell Park, Hartford

Active Directors:

Charles G. Andrew
Karl J. Badey
Nelson J. Bayron
Ranjana Chawla
Andrew Crumbie, Esq.
Edward P. Danek, Jr.
Hema N. de Silva, M.D.
Victor J. Dowling, Jr.
Reverend Henry C. 

Frascadore
Charles F. Gfeller 
Barbara C. Gordon
John A. Green
Sasa Harriott
James T. Healey, Jr.
Marcy A. Hollander
Theresa Hopkins-Staten
Peter G. Kelly, Esq.
Lynn B. Krawski
Robert J. Krug, M.D.
Antoinette C. Lazarus
Susan Shimkus Lemkuil
Judith Levi*
Anne Massucco, M.D.*

Robert W. McAllister, M.D.
Jay Mullarkey
Howard W. Orr
William Reis
John F. Rodis, M.D., M.B.A.*
Stuart E. Rosenberg, M.B.A.
Lynn B. Rossini*
Susan M. Scherer
Nancy Taylor

Overseers:

Most Rev. LeRoy Bailey, Jr.
Brad Davis
Lisa Gerrol
Sharon R. Hennessey
Ronald D. Jarvis
Karl J. Krapek
Irene O’Connor
Kevin J. Ollie
Pauline N. Olsen, M.D.
Curtis D. Robinson
Dennis J. Rusconi
Thomas R. Trumble

* Ex Officio

Saint Francis Foundation Staff 
Lynn B. Rossini
Vice President &
Chief Development Officer
		   	  
Amy Griffin Buzzell, M.B.A.
Director of Operations
 
Brenda Carbone
Manager of Special Events	  
	  
Whitney Hubbs Dionne, M.B.A.
Director of Communications
& Stewardship Programs
 
Lisa Irizarry
Development Officer
 
Susan Joyse
Director of Philanthropy
 
Ana Moore
Department Assistant
  	  	  
Mark O’Donnell, Ph.D.
Senior Grant Writer
	  	  
Marc Spencer
Development Officer	  
 
Lilah Tracy, M.B.A.
Development Associate 
 
Kate Sullivan Vaghini
Development Associate

Saint Francis Foundation 	
Board of Directors 
Officers: 

Peter G. Kelly, Esq.
Chairman

John A. Green
Vice Chairman

Karl J. Badey, C.P.A., M.S.T.
Treasurer

Barbara C. Gordon
Secretary

John F. Rodis, M.D., M.B.A.*
President

Lynn B. Rossini*
Vice President &
Chief Development Officer

Our Core Values
Reverence
We honor the sacredness and dignity of every person.

Commitment to Those Who are Poor 
We stand with and serve those who are poor, especially 
those most vulnerable.

Justice
We foster right relationships to promote the common 
good, including sustainability of Earth.

Stewardship
We honor our heritage and hold ourselves accountable 
for the human, financial and natural resources entrusted 
to our care.

Integrity
We are faithful to who we say we are.
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Dear Friends:

Since 1897, philanthropy has played a vital role in our healing ministry and 
mission. As I walk through the halls of our hospitals, I am incredibly proud of 
our philanthropic partners whose gifts have helped create healing environments 
and award winning programs and services. At every turn, there is evidence of 
their impact…the Karl J. Krapek, Sr. Comprehensive Women’s Health Center; 
the John, Carmela and Theresa Trani Oncology Pavilion; the Art and Mariko Byrne 
Surgery Pavilion; the Joyce D. and Andrew J. Mandell Center for Comprehensive 
Multiple Sclerosis and Neuroscience Research; the Lea Economos Hematology 
Center for Clinical Research; Hoffman Heart and Vascular Institute; Hoffman 
Breast Health Center; and the John T. O’Connell Tower, to name a few. In 
addition, gifts from our the Auxiliary of Saint Francis, Woodland Anesthesiology 
Associates, Ranjana and Surendra Chawla, M.D., Radiology Associates of 
Hartford, Saint Francis Hospital School of Nursing Alumni, United Technologies, 
Travelers, and Stanley Black & Decker can be felt throughout our hospitals.
	 This year we are blessed to add another patient-centered service area to our hospital. The extraordinary 
gift of $1.5M by Barbara Vicevich will provide the funds to create the Vicevich Multi-Specialty Pavilion and Lupus 
Center which will open in the spring of 2019. This state-of-the-art medical “neighborhood” will provide one-stop 
comprehensive clinical care for patients with lupus and complex rheumatologic disease. Barbara’s gift is in memory 
of her beloved mother Margery and in honor of her brother Jim along with his primary care physician, Michael Grey, M.D., 
Chairman, Department of Medicine. 
	 We also received a second grant from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation in the amount of $2.1M to continue and 
expand the “Breastfeeding: Heritage and Pride” Program (BHP) in partnership with the Hispanic Health Council in 
collaboration with Walter Trymbulak, M.D., Ph.D., Vice Chairman, Saint Francis’ Women and Infants Service Line. 
These funds will be used to create a path for the replication of BHP at 40 other Trinity Health hospitals. 
	 In February, we received a bequest of $5M from an anonymous donor which will benefit oncology research 
and our Hope & Healing Campaign. This gift, as well as numerous others, helped the Foundation celebrate its most 
successful year in history, raising more than $16M in gifts and pledges. 
	 Our signature events, MIRACLES, Swing and the JMH golf tournament exceeded all expectations generating 
more than $1.5M in revenue. Proceeds from our events support patient-related programs, services, and equipment 
needs. Our sponsors and participants play a very important role in the success of these events and we are very 
honored by their continued support.
	 All of these wonderful gifts remind me of the story of Mother Valencia who arrived in 1897 as the hospital’s 
first administrator with less than $10 in her pocket. She invested every cent to heal and care for the poor. We truly 
believe that she set the standard for patient-centered care and the vital importance of philanthropy.
	 On behalf of presidents John F. Rodis, M.D., M.B.A., Robert J. Krug, M.D. and Stuart E. Rosenberg, M.B.A., 
we hope you know how deeply grateful we are for every precious gift that is donated to our hospitals. Each 
donation, large or small, has a transformational effect on our patients, and their families. Throughout this edition of 
Profiles, you will read about the many different ways our donors choose to support the hospitals and the impact their 
gifts have on our community.

Warmly,

Lynn B. Rossini
Vice President and Chief Development Officer
Saint Francis Foundation

MESSAGE FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT 
AND CHIEF DEVELOPMENT OFFICER
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Andrew J. and Joyce D. Mandell Family Foundation 

FAMILY FOUNDATION — Family Foundations work together to have a meaningful 
and measurable impact on social problems. They also have a unique purpose…to serve 
as a unified vehicle for multiple generations.

The Mandell family began their family foundation in 1984 after purchasing a raffle ticket from a 
local charity and ultimately winning a brand new Cadillac. Electing a cash prize of $12,500, they 
formed the Andrew J. and Joyce D. Mandell Family Foundation. “Opportunities come along all 
the time. It’s what you do with them that counts,” contends Andy. They immediately named their 
three children — Bruce, Mark, and Meryl — who were in their teens and pre-teens at the time, 
as the directors of the Foundation. “We wanted to share with our children the wonderful culture 
of community involvement that has so enriched our lives. Putting our 
children in decision-making roles for the family foundation seemed like a 
good way to foster this legacy,” explains Joyce.

IMPACT    Our Philanthropic partnership with the Mandell Family 
Foundation has left an indelible mark on the lives of our patients and 
their families. In 2008, the Mandells established the Joyce D. and 
Andrew J. Mandell Center for Comprehensive Multiple Sclerosis Care 
and Neuroscience Research and after 10 years of service, they recorded 
their three thousandth patient. The Mandell MS Center at Mount Sinai 
is a nationally recognized leader in the care and research of multiple 
sclerosis. The comprehensive care includes a team of specialists, a broad range of therapeutic 
programs, a dedicated infusion therapy suite and groundbreaking research projects and clinical 
trials. In 2018, they expanded their programs and comprehensive services to Saint Mary’s 
Hospital in Waterbury. The Mandell’s most recent seven-figure gift will establish an oncology 
rehabilitation program and healing garden at the Smilow Cancer Hospital at Saint Francis when 
the current center is expanded.
	 Thank you to the Mandell Family for the remarkable difference you make in our community.

We wanted to share with our 
children the wonderful culture 

of community involvement 
that has so enriched our lives. 

Andy & Joyce Mandell

Left-right, at the 10th Anniversary of the Mandell MS Center — Meredith Sheehan, MS Society; Lisa Gerrol, Chapter President, 
National MS Society; Peter B. Wade, M.D., medical director of neurology, Mandell MS Center;  Joyce and Andy Mandell; 
Albert Lo, M.D., Ph.D. director of neuroscience research, Mandell MS Center and Robert J. Krug, M.D., president and executive 
medical director, Mount Sinai Rehabilitation Hospital  
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United Technologies
CORPORATE RESPONSIBILITY

United Technologies strives to improve people’s quality of life everywhere they 
do business. By investing in their communities, they are improving the health 
care of their colleagues and their neighbors. They have been a partner of Saint 
Francis and the Smilow Cancer Hospital at Saint Francis for decades, including 
assisting in the building of the current Cancer Center and the purchase 
and maintenance of our CyberKnife technology. Their recent investment of 
$500,000 to support the Hope & Healing Campaign, a $30 million effort, will 
transform cancer care in our community. 

IMPACT    This gift will allow Saint Francis to expand the current footprint of 
the Smilow Cancer Hospital at Saint Francis to accommodate more patients 
in a soothing, home-like environment. The addition will have private and 
semi-private infusion suites, an in-house medical pharmacy, research facilities 
and several healing gardens. Another component will be a comprehensive 
oncology rehabilitation center. This state-of-the-art facility will provide our 
cancer patients with services and therapies that will restore their strength 
and endurance while reducing their stress, pain, anxiety and depression. 
Groundbreaking on the addition is expected to take place in late 2019.

United Technologies 
is deeply rooted in 

the local communities 
where our employees 
live and work, and we 

are pleased to support 
Saint Francis Hospital 

and its important Hope 
& Healing Campaign.

Randy Bumps, 
United Technologies’ Senior 

Director, Corporate Responsibility
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Patricia Browning Stone 
Sensory Playground
ANONYMOUSLY GIVING THE GIFT OF JOY…
TIMES TWO

In 2017, the Foundation was approached 
by a generous donor whose goal was 
to make a difference in the lives of the 
children in the behavioral health program 
at Mount Sinai. Collaborating with the 
behavioral health team, months were 
spent painstakingly choosing just the 
right equipment to construct the Patricia 
Browning Stone Sensory Playground. 
Months later, the Foundation received 
notification that a second gift would 
be forthcoming from another donor 
to maintain the playground for years 
to come. Both gifts were anonymous 
and will have a profound impact on 
the children that are in the ABC/CAPS 
units on the Mount Sinai campus. The 
playground opened in the spring and is 
used daily, much to the delight of our 
patients and their caregivers.

IMPACT    The inpatient services 
for children and adolescents include 
dedicated units for children, the Acute 
Behavioral Child Unit for youngsters 
ages 5 to 12; and adolescents, the 
Child Adolescent Psychiatric Services 
for teens ages 13 to 18. The treatment 
approach is grounded in affirmation and 
the restoration of self-worth for children 
who have experienced disruption of 
early attachment. Within a creative and 
healing environment, our staff provides 
specialized care for each child, guiding 
them on their path toward healthy 
coping, problem-solving and successful 
relationships with their world. 

Playgrounds play an essential role in the social, emotional, 
cognitive, and physical well-being of children. 

Sobiya N. Moghul
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McPhee Family

GRATEFUL FAMILY — Grateful patients and their families have 
a profound impact on our ability to serve our community. Their 
philanthropic investments allow us to create healing environments, 
purchase state-of-the-art equipment, attract world-class physicians, 
expand research through clinical trials and help our most vulnerable 
patients. One such family that believes in improving the health and 
well-being of our community are the McPhees.

Barbara and Michael McPhee donated $45,000 to support our Advanced 
Care Planning (ACP) program. Their gift was inspired by the care Barbara’s 
father received while a patient at Saint Francis and will reinforce our hospital’s 
commitment to compassionate 
care, especially to patients and their 
families at the most difficult times of 
their lives.

IMPACT    Establishing this program 
will ensure that medical providers, 
patients and their family members 
have a clear set of guidelines 
to follow if/when a patient is no 
longer able to communicate their 
wishes toward the end of their 
life. The first phase of the program 
will include communication skills 
training for physicians and medical 
staff and installation of an electronic 
documentation data system to 
measure the quality of care for 
seriously ill patients. 

Barbara and Michael McPhee

We were inspired to honor a loved one with a 
gift that provides comfort and peace to patients 

receiving end-of-life care.

Barbara and Michael McPhee 
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Myles & Tracy Gibbons 
STOCK GIFT 

For several years, Myles and Tracy Gibbons have chosen to donate appreciated stock to Saint 
Francis. This option offers tax savings while avoiding capital gains tax on the value of the 
donation. It also allows for the full, total value of the shares to be credited to the hospital. The 
process is very easy. Once an appreciated stock or mutual fund is identified to be used as a 
donation, Saint Francis provides the wire instructions directly to the donor’s broker, who can 
then process the transaction. In the end, the Gibbons family can make a larger donation than 
if they sold the stock themselves, paid the capital gains tax, and donated the net proceeds.

IMPACT    Over the years, Myles and Tracy have requested their stock gifts be unrestricted 
which means they can be used to support the area of greatest need. It gives the hospital 
leadership appropriate discretion to support the mission of enhancing patient care, 
strengthen the organization, and improving the health of our community. Most recently, the 
Gibbons opted to direct their contribution to The John M. Gibbons Pavilion for Women —
a unique opportunity to continue Dr. Gibbons’ legacy. 

The John M. Gibbons Pavilion for Women was dedicated in honor of the late John M. Gibbons, Jr. M.D. for his medical 
contributions and compassionate commitment to women and children. Pictured at the entrance of the Pavilion are 
Tracy and Myles Gibbons, son of Dr. John Gibbons.
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Carolyn Brodginski shares her talents on the mountain dulcimer to the delight of a patient.

As a complementary 
therapy to clinical 

treatment, our 
techniques can 

significantly enhance 
the quality of life for 

our patients and their 
families. 

Kathleen N. Mueller, M.D., FAAFP, 
Medical Director, Integrative 

Medicine

The Richard P. Garmany Fund 

DONOR-ADVISED FUND — Creating a donor-advised 
fund provides an opportunity for a donor to play an active 
role in determining which charities and programs their fund 
will support.

A grant of $32,000 was awarded by the Hartford Foundation for 
Public Giving through the Richard P. Garmany Fund, a donor-advised 
fund. This type of fund is created when a donor contributes cash or 
assets to a public charity, which in turn creates a separate account 
for the donor. The donor or fund designee then recommends 
disbursements from the fund to their favorite public charities. 

IMPACT    This is the second grant awarded by the Garmany 
Fund to support the Music Therapy program run by the Integrative 
Medicine Department at Saint Francis. With this grant, services will 
be offered to all patients including cancer, palliative care, behavioral 
health, as well as, our tiniest patients in the NICU, which overall 
represents 3,200 patients a year.
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Robert & Carole Goldberg

IRA ROLLOVER — At age 70½, individuals who own an Individual 
Retirement Account (“IRA”) are required to begin withdrawals known as 
required minimum distributions (“RMD”). A provision within the Pension 
Protection Act of 2006 allowed individuals, who owned an IRA and were 
70½, the ability to transfer up to $100,000 every year from their IRA directly 
to a qualifying nonprofit without tax penalties. 

Since 2015, Robert (Bob) and Carole Goldberg have used their IRA to make their 
annual charitable contributions. They wanted to maximize the tax benefits of their 
charitable gifts while supporting an area of care that was important to them. Saint 
Francis is grateful to their more than $100,000 in support of cardiology programs at 
the Hoffman Heart and Vascular Institute at Saint Francis.

IMPACT    Bob credits several physicians at Mount Sinai and Saint Francis for 
saving his life 30 years ago: Robert Cohen, M.D., Surendra Chawla, M.D. and Joseph 
Sappington, M.D. Bob recovered from his life-threatening injuries and has been 
coming to Saint Francis for his care ever since. He has developed a great admiration 
for his cardiologist, Dr. Sappington, and they have developed a mutually respectful 
relationship. For these reasons, the Goldberg’s annual IRA gifts were directed to 
support the construction and renovation of a catheterization lab so other cardiology 
patients can receive essential care in a high-tech and comforting environment.

We wanted to 
maximize the tax 
benefits of our 

charitable giving 
and support an area 

of care that had a 
direct impact on 
saving my life.

Bob & Carole Goldberg

Bob and Carole Goldberg with Joseph Sappington, M.D. in the newly renovated catheterization lab.
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W.K. Kellogg Foundation

GRANTS — Throughout our history, grants have made an enormous 
impact on the programs and services we are able to offer our 
community. With the assistance of grants we have established the Child 
Advocacy Center, the Women’s Heart Program, the Lea Economos 
Hematology Center for Clinical Research, and the Curtis D. Robinson 
Center for Health Equity, just to name a few.

Saint Francis received a $2.1 Million grant from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation 
(WKKF) to continue our partnership with the Hispanic Health Council’s 
“Breastfeeding: Heritage and Pride” (BHP) peer counseling program in the 
hospital’s Center for Women’s Health. The grant will be used to replicate and 
introduce the BHP program in three additional Trinity Health Of New England 
hospitals (Johnson Memorial Hospital, Mercy Medical Center, and Saint Mary’s 
Hospital). It will also be used to create a path for the replication of BHP at 37 
other Trinity Health hospitals and to assist in Trinity Health’s goal of having 100% 
of its maternity hospitals reach Baby Friendly status over the next three years. 

IMPACT    A large body of evidence has shown that breast milk is the very 
best first food an infant can get and breastfeeding has significant health benefits 
for both mothers and their babies. These life-long health benefits include 
fewer cases of ear infections, gastrointestinal problems, Sudden Infant Death 
Syndrome, respiratory infections, eczema, asthma and weight issues. Babies 
who are breastfed have also shown higher cognitive abilities, fewer sick baby 
visits and hospitalizations and normal weight ranges. Saint Francis has met 80% 
of the Baby Friendly standards. 

This historic grant 
will allow us to 

continue to care for 
the most vulnerable 

in our community 
and ultimately, 

across the nation. 
Walter Trymbulak, M.D., Ph.D, 
Vice Chairman, Saint Francis’ 
Women and Infants Service 

Line and Project Director of the 
Kellogg initiatives

Mother and child with peer counselor and Project Director, Dr. Trymbulak.
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The DeFazio 
Family and Arrow 
Pharmacy
CORPORATE PARTNER

The DeFazio family has supported 
Saint Francis for many years with 
their personal gifts and their corporate 
support. Angelo DeFazio, R.Ph., 
opened his first Arrow Pharmacy 
in 1989. They have five locations, 
including one at Saint Francis, and 
just recently opened the second Arrow Alternative Care center, a medicinal marijuana dispensary. When 
Santino and Donatella were born, they spent time in the Hema de Silva Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 
at Saint Francis. Angelo and Michelle were so grateful for the care the twins received they invested 
in a new incubator for the unit. Currently, Arrow Pharmacy is our Special Events Sponsor, having 
participated in SWING and MIRACLES since their inception 29 years ago.

IMPACT    The importance of annual gifts and event sponsorships is paramount to the success of our 
hospitals and the beneficiaries of these donations. Annual gifts enable us to continue to care for our 
patients and families with excellence and compassion. Partnerships like this are vital to making sure 
the hospitals are able to care for our communities each and every day. 

The DeFazio Family — Santino, Donatella, Angelo, Michelle and Calabria

Blessed is the fact 
that goodness can 

erase injustice. I believe 
philanthropy of any 
kind from monetary 
to volunteering fixes 
economic injustices 

and affords care and 
goodness on many 

different levels.
Angelo DeFazio, R.Ph.
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MIRACLES XXVIII Gala 

The 28th annual Saint Francis 
MIRACLES gala raised an 
incredible $1.1 million for 
Women & Infants Services to 
renovate and upgrade the existing facilities in 
The John M. Gibbons Pavilion for Women.

MIRACLES, the largest black-tie event in 
Connecticut, hosted nearly 1,400 guests at 
the Connecticut Convention Center. Chairs for 
the event were Laura and Bruce J. Bailey, April 
and Aaron Boccasile and Ann and Howard Orr. 
Honorary Beneficiary Committee members 
included Amy and Jose Arias-Camison, M.D.; 
Laura and Bruce J. Bailey; Anne Massucco, M.D. and Tod Alberghini; Ellen and 
Allan Mayer, D.O.; Lisa Weisinger Roland, M.D., and Phillip Roland, M.D.

Broadway actor, singer, composer, producer and minister Clifton Davis emceed the evening 
which also featured Red Carpet interviews with WFSB anchor Irene O’Connor. Our special 
event sponsor United Technologies, our premier corporate partner Arrow Pharmacy, and 
special drawing sponsor Baribault Jewelers — along with countless volunteers — helped 
make the evening a resounding success.

Our Signature Events
These events raise much needed funds for many programs throughout our 
hospitals. They are also an opportunity for our donors to have fun and hear 
first-hand how their investments will impact our patients and their families. 

Grateful NICU family — George Payne; Evonnica Payne; Jose Arias-Camison, M.D., NICU; 
Veronica Payne and Lynn Schmittlein, RN, NICU.

MIRACLES

XXX
9. 14.2019
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The 29th Annual Curtis D. Robinson SWING Golf & Tennis Outing was another 
rousing success raising over $275,000 for nursing education, therapy programs 
at Mount Sinai Rehabilitation Hospital and services at the Curtis D. Robinson 
Center for Health Equity. Our 400 guests had a wonderful day at Tumble Brook 
Country Club playing tennis and golf and enjoying many on-course treats. They 
were also joined by three wonderful celebrities: singers Smokey Robinson and 
Jeffrey Osborne, and actor Clifton Davis. 
 
We are grateful to all of our sponsors including Arrow Pharmacy, our special 
event sponsor; and United Technologies, our premier corporate partner, who 
helped us make our outing so successful. We hope to see you next year on 
Monday, June 24, 2019 at Tumble Brook Country Club as we celebrate our 
30th anniversary.

Smokey Robinson; John F. Rodis, M.D., M.B.A., president, Saint Francis Hospital and Medical Center; and Jeffrey Osborne.

Curtis D. Robinson SWING 
Golf and Tennis Outing
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The 7th Annual Johnson Memorial Hospital Golf Classic with the Medical Staff was a 
record-breaking success, raising over $120,000 to support the renovation of a radiology 
room at the surgery center on the Enfield Campus. Held on Monday, July 23, at Ellington 
Ridge Country Club, more than 120 participants enjoyed a fabulous day of golf and were 
joined by celebrities Bob Crawford, retired NHL hockey player; Paul D’Amato, actor; Brian 
Pearson, retired NFL player; Ray Dunaway, WTIC broadcaster; and Tim Lammers, Fox61 
news anchor. 
 
We are grateful to our many sponsors including presenting sponsors, Evergreen 
Healthcare Center (Athena) and Woodland Anesthesiology Associates. Our tournament 
sponsors included the JMH Medical Staff and Radiology Associates of Hartford. A 
special thanks to our volunteers, colleagues and participants who made our event such a 
tremendous success. 
 
Please mark your calendar for next year’s tournament which will be held on 
Wednesday, July 17, 2019 at Ellington Ridge Country Club.

(l to r) – Tournament Co-chair Robert Dudek, M.D., president, JMH Medical Staff; Tournament Co-chair, Diane Lerz, JMH Auxilian; Stuart E. Rosenberg, M.B.A., 
president, Johnson Memorial Hospital, Lynn B. Rossini, vice president and chief development officer, Saint Francis Foundation.

Johnson Memorial Hospital Golf Classic with the Medical Staff
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Third-Party Events
During the year, grateful families, friends, community groups, organizations and 
schools organize and host events to raise awareness and funds for various hospital 
initiatives. They have found very creative ways to accomplish their goals by hosting 
events such as garden parties, fashion shows, motorcycle rides, lemonade stands 
and comedy nights. A complete calendar of these events can be found on our 
website, www.saintfrancisdonor.com.

When Paul Karvoski died of brain cancer in 1999, his parents, Jane and Steve, and brothers, Jim and 
Mark, chose to honor his memory and the care he received by hosting a golf tournament to benefit the 
Cancer Center. Golf was Paul’s passion and his dream came true when he was able to play in the 1998 
Greater Hartford Open Pro-Am Tournament. The family established the Paul Karvoski Memorial Golf 
Tournament, held at Blue Fox Run in Avon and hoped to raise $100,000 for cancer research. This year they 
celebrated the 20th anniversary of their outing and surpassed over $200,000 in proceeds.
 

IMPACT	 In 2010, the Karvoski family and the Cancer Center established the Karvoski Genetics 
Program. They hoped to give other families options for finding and preventing cancer and getting access 
to genetic counseling if they could not afford it. The program has grown from a part-time geneticist in one 
office to now include a medical director, two genetic counselors, administrative assistant, conference 
room and two locations within the Karl J. Krapek, Sr. Comprehensive Women’s Health Center and the 
Smilow Cancer Hospital at Saint Francis. In addition, the program has hired a tele-genetics vendor which 
allows phone consultations during off-hours and on weekends. 

If you would like to host a third-party event, please contact Brenda Carbone at 
860-714-8074 or bcarbone@stfranciscare.org.

20th Paul Karvoski Annual Memorial Golf Tournament

Jim, Mark, Jane and Steve Karvoski
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The Valencia Society, our planned giving program, has more than 500 individuals 
who have left a gift to our hospitals in their estate plans. For more information, 
please contact Lynn Rossini, 860-714-9005 or lrossini@stfranciscare.org. 

A complete listing of Valencia Society members can be found on our website, 
saintfrancisdonor.com.

Martin & Kimberly Guyer
ESTATE PLANNING & GIVING 

A revocable living trust is a useful estate planning tool that allows an 
individual to arrange how some or all of their assets will be managed 
after their passing. A last will and testament may help achieve a similar 
goal, but a living trust does not need to go through a complicated and 
potentially expensive probate procedure. Marty Guyer established his 
trust in 2007 and has recently amended it to include Saint Francis Hospital 
and Medical Center. His $100,000 gift will support the Hope & Healing 
Campaign, specifically the Comprehensive Oncology Rehabilitation Center 
with groundbreaking ceremonies expected in late 2019. By making his gift 
known, we are able to thank and recognize him now for his future gift. 

IMPACT    The impact of a planned gift is truly 
immeasurable and can be life changing for a 
hospital. Marty wanted to make a difference 
in the lives of individuals dealing with a cancer 
diagnosis. He has decided to leave a legacy to 
Saint Francis in order to support the future needs 
of the Oncology Rehabilitation Center. One 
may never see the results of their gifts, but just 
knowing their efforts will help others and their 
community is profound. Marty and his wife Kim 
are now members of our Valencia Society and 
will join a very special group of donors, past and 
present. Over the years, these member gifts have 
supported areas of care throughout our hospitals 
— such as our Magowan Health Sciences Library, 
the John T. O’Connell Tower, and Lea Economos 
Hematology Center for Clinical Research. 

I joined the Valencia Society to ensure 
that Saint Francis will continue their 

level of expert care well in to the future.
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Diane Lerz 
ANNUAL GIVING 

Every gift to the hospitals is precious. Annual donors ensure fulfillment of our mission of 
delivering compassionate care and excellence now and for many years to come. Our donors 
support the hospitals on an annual basis by responding to an appeal email or letter, supporting 
a specific area of care campaign, honoring a caregiver or remembering a loved one with a 
tribute gift. Each gift helps us build a “Spirit of Giving” which is the foundation of our ability to 
care for our neighbors. For more than 40 years, Diane Lerz has supported Johnson Memorial 
Hospital (JMH) with several gifts a year because she feels strongly that quality health care in 
her community is essential. 

IMPACT    Diane and her late 
husband, Alfred A. Lerz, past 
president and CEO of JMH, were 
very committed to bringing quality 
health care to their neighbors 
in northern Connecticut. During 
Al’s tenure, they supported and 
participated in many special events: 
attending galas and golf outings; 
donated to several campaigns — 
the emergency department and 
cancer center expansions; and 
helped purchase a variety of patient 
related equipment — stretchers 
and recliners. Diane is a member of 
the JMH Auxiliary and chair of the 
JMH Golf Classic, and continues to 
support the hospital and its affiliates 
by volunteering and supporting the 
various fundraising projects. She 
loves the people in her community 
as well as the wonderful and 
professional colleagues throughout 
the system. 

I will continue to do 
what I can to help 
this organization — 

help our community.

Diane Lerz



Colleague Campaign

got spirit?
We are grateful to our colleagues for their leadership and support 

of our “Spirit of Giving” Campaign. More than 800 colleagues 

got spirit, invested in our hospitals, and donated to funds that 

will assist their fellow colleagues. Every day our colleagues do 

extraordinary things to care for our community and make our 

hospitals special. We are honored to work with such a wonderful 

team and thank you for your commitment.



Corporate Partners
Our Corporate Partner Program provides an opportunity for businesses to support innovative 
programs and patient care initiatives, while participating in our signature events.

2018 Corporate Partners

SPECIAL EVENTS SPONSOR

PREMIER CORPORATE PARTNER DIAMOND CORPORATE PARTNER

PLATINUM CORPORATE PARTNERS

Aetna Foundation, Inc.
All-Phase Enterprises, Inc.
American Adjustment Bureau, Inc.
American Medical Response
C & W Services

Connecticut Hospital Association/
ChimeNet

Hinckley Allen
Prime HealthCare, P.C.

Radiology Associates of Hartford, P.C.
SmithGroup (formerly TRO) 
Sodexo
Unitex Textile Rental Services

Action Air Systems, Inc.
Berkshire Bank
Cooney, Scully and Dowling

Red Thread
Right at Home – In Home Care & 

Assistance

Thrivent Financial

GOLD CORPORATE PARTNERS

BRONZE CORPORATE PARTNERS

A Dynamic Approach to Healthcare

For more information on our Corporate Partner Program, please contact Amy Buzzell at 
860-714-9917 or abuzzell@stfranciscare.org



Saint Francis Hospital and Medical Center
114 Woodland Street
Hartford, CT 06105
(860) 714-4000  
www.stfranciscare.org

Mount Sinai Rehabilitation Hospital
490 Blue Hills Avenue
Hartford, Connecticut 06112
(860) 714-3500  
www.stfranciscare.org/rehabilitation

Johnson Memorial Hospital
201 Chestnut Hill Road
Stafford Springs, Connecticut 06076
(860) 684-8202  
www.jmmc.com

Saint Francis Foundation
95 Woodland Street 
Hartford, CT 06105
(860) 714-4900
www.saintfrancisdonor.com  

www.facebook.com/stfranciscare

OUR MISSION

We, Trinity Health, serve together 

in the spirit of the Gospel as a 

compassionate and transforming 

healing presence within our 

communities.

We would like to acknowledge the following 
individuals for their photographic contributions: 

Joe Driscoll of Saint Francis Hospital, and 
J. Fiereck Photography.

Magazine layout prepared by Whitney Hubbs Dionne 
and John Johnson Art Direction and Design.


